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If you’re a web developer, you’ve likely heard of - or have even used – WordPress. A powerful 
and flexible content management system, Wordpress is largely easy to set up. In fact, most 
hosting providers offer a one-click installation right out of the box. Wordpress is not without its 
pitfalls, however; users occasionally encounter errors that can disrupt their workflow – or even 
make their site disappear! Below are some of the most common WordPress errors with 
explanations on how to resolve them. 

1. Error Establishing a Database Connection 

Cause: The cause seems straightforward, and it is: this error occurs when WordPress is unable to 
connect to the database, which is often due to incorrect database credentials or a server issue. 

Solution:   

- First things first: Due to a faulty database connection or incorrect server credentials, this error 
shows up when a user has incorrectly modified their database credentials. These elements 
include the host, username, and database password.  

- If your credentials are correct, contact your hosting provider to check for database server 
issues. 

Repair the database by adding the following line to wp-config.php: 

define('WP_ALLOW_REPAIR', true); 

Then, visit your site yourwebsite.com/wp-admin/maint/repair.php to run the repair tool. 

 
--- 

 

2. White Screen of Death (WSOD) 

Cause: This issue is often caused by a faulty plugin, theme conflict, or exhausted memory limit. 

 

Solution:   

• Increase PHP memory limit by adding this line to wp-config.php: 

define('WP_MEMORY_LIMIT', '256M'); 



• Deactivate plugins by renaming the plugins folder in wp-content via FTP or File Manager. 
• Switch to a default theme (e.g., Twenty Twenty-Four) by renaming your active theme 

folder. 

 

3. 404 Error for Posts or Pages 

Cause: This usually happens due to incorrect permalink settings or a missing .htaccess file. 

Solution: 

• Go to Settings > Permalinks and click Save Changes to regenerate the .htaccess file. 
• If that does not work, manually create a .htaccess file in your root directory with the 

following content: 
• # BEGIN WordPress 
• RewriteEngine On 
• RewriteBase / 
• RewriteRule ^index\.php$ - [L] 
• RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-f 
• RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-d 
• RewriteRule . /index.php [L] 

# END WordPress 
 

 

4. Internal Server Error (500 Error) 

Cause: This can be triggered by a corrupt .htaccess file, plugin conflict, or exceeded PHP limits. 

Solution: 

• Rename the .htaccess file in your root directory to .htaccess_old and refresh your website. 
• Deactivate plugins one by one to identify conflicts. 
• Increase PHP limits by adding these lines to .htaccess: 
• php_value upload_max_filesize 64M 
• php_value post_max_size 64M 
• php_value memory_limit 256M 
• php_value max_execution_time 300 

php_value max_input_time 300 
 

--- 

 

Conclusion 

These are just a few of the most common WordPress errors that users encounter. By following 
these troubleshooting steps, you can quickly diagnose and fix many issues without the need for 



extensive technical knowledge. If the problem persists, consider reaching out to your hosting 
provider or a WordPress expert for further assistance. 

 

In conclusion, WordPress – though powerful – is susceptible to occasional errors from time to 
time. Of course, it’s good to have a helping hand, so resources like wpbeginner.com and 
elegantthemes.com/blog will make learning about this popular CMS easier than ever. Knowing 
the stack will empower you – and make you an even better developer along the way. 


